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History and Tradition of 
Shape-Note Singing







Shape-Note Influence
• Worship Music 

• Music Education (Singing Schools) 

• Economic Opportunity

Singing School (1892) 
Macedonia Church 

Marcoot, AL









Overview of Wind Band 
Music Based on 

Shape-Note Melodies



Results from Research
• 80 occurrences 

• 10 from 1955-1990, 70 from 1990-present 

• Parameters for inclusion 

• 40 composers 

• 45 different tunes, WONDROUS LOVE used most (14)

DIFFICULTY LEVELS

Grade 1-2.5 8

Grade 3-3.5 29

Grade 4 20

Grade 5-6 2



Origin of 
WONDROUS LOVE











What wondrous love is this,  
oh my soul, oh my soul! 

What wondrous love is this,  
oh my soul! 

Wondrous Love







Musical Examples





Wondrous Love - Charles Kreeb 
Curving Walkway Publications

• Originally scored for beginner 
adult ensemble 

• Three verses set by Kreeb 

• Verse 1: verbatim transcription 
of Treble, Tenor, and Bass lines 

• Verse 2: melody with imitation 

• Verse 3: transposed melody 
with modern harmonies 

• Full Band is not orchestrated 
until the last two phrases of 
Verse 3
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Folk Chorale ( γ = c. 60, π = c. 120)
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WONDROUS LOVE Traditional
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Score

arr. Charles Kreeb



“Reflections on Wondrous Love” - 
Gay Holmes Spears 

Neil A. Kjos Music Company



II. Wondrous Love from Southern 
Harmony - Donald Grantham 

Piquant Press



I. Prelude on Wondrous Love from American 
Hymnsong Suite - Dwayne Milburn 

Neil A. Kjos Music Company



Wondrous - Brant Karrick 
Daehn Publications

Brant Karrick

reNDROUS
INSTRI]MENTATION

I -Conductor 2-Trombone 3
3-Flutel l-EuphoniumTC
3-Flute2 2-EuphoniumBC
2-Oboe 4-Tuba
2-Bassoon l*Timpani
3 -Bb Clarinet I 3 -MalletPercussion
3 -Bb Clarinet2 Orchestra Bells,
3 -Bb Clarinet 3 Vibraphone, Xylophone,
2 -Bb Bass Clarinet Chitnes
2 -Eb Alto Saxophone I 3 - Percussion I
2 -F,b Alto Saxophone 2 Snare Drum, Train Whistle,
2 -Bb Tenor Saxophone Suspended Cymbal, Bass
| -ED Baritone Saxophone Drum
2 -Bb Trumpet 1 3 - Percussion 2
2 -Bb Trumpet 2 Suspended Cymbal, Whip,
2 -Bh Trumpet 3 Brake Drurn, Triangle,
2 -F Hom I Vibraslap, Crash Cymbals,
2 -F Hom2 Cabasa, Tbmple Bloclcs,
2-Trombone I 4Tbmtoms
2 - Trombone 2

Complete Band $76.00
Full Score ...... 6.00
Parts, each......... .............. 1.50

Daehn
PUBLICATIONS

P. o. Box 175 ' New clarus, wisconsin 53574. www.daehnpublications.com
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All musical examples not in the Public Domain were used 
with permission of the composer/publisher. 

Examples from The Sacred Harp were used with permission of the Sacred Harp Publishing 
Company, Inc., Carrollton, GA, publishers of the Sacred Harp, 1991 Edition. 

Wondrous Love by Charles Kreeb was used with permission from Curving Walkway 
Publications. 

Reflections on “Wondrous Love” and I. Prelude on Wondrous Love from American 
Hymnsong Suite were used with permission from the Neil A. Kjos Music Company. 

II. Wondrous Love from Southern Harmony was used with permission from Piquant Press. 

Wondrous was used with permission from Daehn Publications. 

The excerpt from Cold Mountain was taken from klipd.com.


